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WRITERS MOVIE 
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ABSTRACT 
 This research is a sociolinguistic study of stereotypes reflected in Freedom 
Writers movie. The objectives of this research are (1) to describe the categories of 
stereotypes and (2) to identify the functions of stereotypes performed in the movie. 
 This research applied descriptive qualitative method to describe the 
phenomenon under research in a textual form. In addition, this research also used 
quantitative method to support the interpretation of data obtained from the 
qualitative investigation by presenting the data in numerical form. The data were in 
the form of utterances, while the contexts of the data were the dialogues of the 
characaters in the movie. As for the sources of the data, the researcher employed 
the video of Freedom Writers and its transcript. The primary instrument of this 
research was the researcher and the secondary instrument was the movie transcript. 
The data were collected by selecting dialogues containing stereotypes while 
watching and listening to the movie. For the data analysis, the researcher analyzes 
the research findings by classifying and interpreting them based on the theories 
used. In addition, investigator triangulation was used to achieve the trustworthiness 
of the research findings. 
 The results of the research are stated as follows. First, there are 5 out of 8 
categories of stereotypes occur in the utterances of the characters in the movie. The 
five categories are gender, race, age, physical features, and occupations and 
socioeconomic status. Based on the 30 data found, race gets the highest number of 
occurrences with 16 data. Race has the highest frequency since the characters in the 
movie are of various races or ethnicities. Therefore, differences in traits, activities, 
and other aspects can be noticed easier. Additionally, gender and physical features 
have the lowest number of data since they are rarely used as the bases of stereotypes 
by the characters. Second, all three functions of stereotypes are identified in the 
movie. The findings reveal that cognitive economy is the most frequently used 
function with 15 data. The characters mostly use stereotypes to help them simplify 
information they get about other characters. In contrast, social function occupies 
the last rank with seven data because there are not many interactions between 
members of the same social groups.  
Keywords: sociolinguistic analysis, stereotypes, Freedom Writers movie    
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 CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 This chapter presents a brief explanation of the reasons why the research is 
conducted. It also consists of the identification, limitation, and formulation of the 
problems.  Furthermore, this chapter includes the objectives and significance of the 
research. 
A. Background of the Study 
Humans are social creatures who need to socialize with each other. They use 
language to deliver messages when they socialize because language is a means to 
communicate among society. They can deliver any message to their listeners with the 
use of language.  
Language is a set of symbol arbitrarily written or spoken which is used to 
communicate. According to Wardaugh (2006: 1), language is a code which people 
use to converse as the system of communication. Hence, the use of language is 
important in interaction. When people use language, there are many factors which 
influence the choice of words they produce. These factors include culture, gender, 
age, education, occupation, and many more.  
People come from different cultures which are formed by different norms, 
values, ideologies, and other components. The difference in cultures creates a 
possibility wherein people may face difficulties in understanding others’ intention. 
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Thus, cultural understanding in interaction is needed to achieve a successful 
intercultural communication. The lack of cultural awareness can cause 
misunderstanding which affects the flow of interaction between the participants. The 
misunderstanding can be in the form of preconceptions about the participants. A 
common example of preconceptions is the belief that Black people are associated 
with crime and aggressiveness. While such perception is not completely true, some 
people still believe it and view Black people as criminals. This particular perception 
is known as stereotype. 
Stereotypes are preconceptions about individuals of groups. People form 
preconceptions about others they do not know well based on many factors. Language, 
physical features, and socioeconomic status are some factors that people use as 
foundations to make preconceptions about others. Sometimes, the use of those factors 
as the bases of stereotypes is unnoticed because they are not that evident which 
causes people to not realize that they stereotype others.  
Generally, stereotypes are perceived in a bad way because they suggest 
negative preconceptions. Nevertheless, there are also stereotypes which suggest 
positive preconceptions. For instance, when a new student wearing glasses comes to 
his class for the first time, a few students might assume he is a nerd, while some 
others probably think he is a smart kid. This example shows that positive stereotypes 
exist. It also illustrates that it is inevitable not to stereotype because people create 
preconceptions about anyone in daily life. There is a possibility in every interaction 
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that participants form preconceptions about other individuals. Thus, stereotypes are 
important to be studied since people cannot avoid stereotyping others in daily 
interaction and they may perform it without noticing it. In addition, their stereotypes 
can lead to misunderstanding and it will be more problematic if the performers are 
unaware of it. 
The phenomenon of stereotyping can be found not only in society but also in 
movies. Movies are good sources to obtain many examples of stereotypes because 
they depict real life settings which show the occurences of various stereotypes. One 
of the movies which displays stereotypes is Freedom Writers. It tells about Erin 
Gruwell, a first time teacher, who wants to encourage the students in her English 
class to learn about tolerance and to pursue education beyond high school. It uses 
Freedom Writers movie as the object and focuses on the stereotypes occurring in the 
movie. The movie is chosen as the object because it represents the life in a 
multicultural society and shows numerous stereotypes uttered by the characters. It is 
also regarded as a good quality movie that won two awards and got nice reviews.  
B. Identification of the Problems 
The emergence of stereotypes is unavoidable in society. The members of 
society form concepts of other groups and individuals because there are many 
diversity issues among them. The concepts called stereotypes consist of 
preconceptions based on many categories. Stereotypes can cause conflicts between 
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groups if they are not entirely true. In Freedom Writers, many conflicts occur because 
of stereotypes. This research solely focuses to investigate the stereotypes uttered by 
the characters in the movie. There are several problems regarding stereotypes that can 
be identified.  
The first problem deals with conflicts which occur as the results of 
stereotypes. There is a wide diversity found in a society with various cultures. People 
who live in a multicultural society can discover many variations on beliefs, norms, 
religions, values, and other aspects which can influence the interaction between them. 
The cultural differences can create conflicts especially between the superior cultures 
or groups and the inferior ones. It can lead to discrimination and even hatred between 
the cultures or groups. 
The second issue deals with the linguistic choices which are used to 
stereotype people. Certain words or phrases are employed to stereotype others. The 
words or phrases used are the ones assumed to be associated to groups being 
stereotyped. They can be noun, verb, or adjective depending on the people who hold 
the stereotypes. 
The third problem is related to the categories of stereotypes. People stereotype 
others on various aspects. It happens because stereotypes are based on many 
categories. Some examples of the well-known categories are gender, age and race. 
There are many other categories that are used to stereotype others. 
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The fourth issue deals with the reasons which cause stereotype. When 
individuals stereotype other groups, there must be some motives behind the action 
which prompt the use of stereotypes. The reasons for stereotyping others can be either 
positive or negative. An example of the reasons which causes the action of 
stereotyping is dislike toward other groups. 
The fifth issue is about the functions of stereotypes. Stereotypes usually cause 
conflicts between people or groups. Nevertheless, stereotypes also serve several 
functions for the users. 
C. Limitation of the Problems 
Based on the problem identification, there are many issues that can be 
investigated in relation to stereotypes. However, the focus of the study is narrowed 
down to two issues which intrigue the researcher the most. The focus is also limited 
with the intention of making a deeper understanding about the problems studied.  
There are two focuses which are examined in the research. The first focus is 
related to the categories of stereotypes found in Freedom Writers. It deals with the 
variety of stereotype categories used by the characters in the movie. The second focus 
is about the functions of stereotypes. It deals with the functions that stereotypes serve 
for the users. 
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D. Formulation of the Problems 
 In relation to the limitation of the problems, the research questions are 
formulated as follows. 
1. What are the categories of stereotypes found in Freedom Writers movie? 
2. What are the functions of stereotypes performed in Freedom Writers movie? 
E. Objectives of the Research 
In accordance with the formulation of the problems above, the objectives of 
the study are: 
1. to describe the categories of stereotypes found in Freedom Writers movie, and 
2. to identify the functions of stereotypes performed in Freedom Writers movie. 
F. Significance of the Research 
Concerning an analysis of stereotype phenomenon in Freedom Writers movie, 
this research offers theoretical and practical contributions. Theoretically, the study 
provides information and knowledge about categories and functions of stereotypes for 
those interested in the study of sociolinguistics. Practically, the research offers some 
benefits to the following parties: 
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1. Students 
The result of the research is expected to give more understanding to students 
of English language department about stereotypes, particularly the categories and the 
functions of stereotypes. 
2. Lecturers 
The research is expected to give more data or add input on stereotypes with 
the focus of stereotypes categories and functions. 
3. Other researchers and readers 
 The research is expected to add more references for readers and the next 
researchers who want to conduct research related to stereotypes and enrich their 
knowledge about it. 
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CHAPTER II 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
This chapter discusses the theories used in the research. It presents the 
theoretical review, the overview of Freedom Writers movie, the conceptual 
framework and the analytical construct. The theories serve as a basic requirement 
which is needed for investigating the problems of the study. 
A. Theoretical Review 
 This section explains theories about sociolinguistics, intercultural 
communication, stereotypes, the categories of stereotypes, and the functions of 
stereotypes. 
1. Sociolinguistics 
Human beings always interact with each other in society by using language. 
This phenomenon is studied in sociolinguistics. Hudson (1996: 4) defines 
sociolinguistics as the study of language in relation to society. Language and society 
are related to one another because language is needed as a medium to communicate 
within society. Chaika (1982: 2) describes sociolinguistics as the study of how people 
use language in social interaction. Specifically, Spolsky (1998: 3) states that apart 
from communicating meaning as one of its main uses, language also creates and 
maintains social relationships. Those functions indicate that language has an 
interrelationship with society. 
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Sociolinguistics analyzes how people talk to each other in everyday settings, 
such as streets, shops, restaurants, and many more (Stubbs, 1983: 7). It analyzes how 
conversation works, that is, how the flow of conversation is sustained or interrupted. 
According to Holmes (2013: 1), sociolinguistics provides more information about 
how language works, what the social relationships are, and how people communicate 
and build aspects of their social identity through language. Furthermore, Wardhaugh 
(2006: 13) states that sociolinguistics is concerned with examining language and 
society with the intention of getting a better comprehension of language structure and 
how language work in communication. It can also be viewed as a field which studies 
language and society to reveal what language is.  
In conclusion, sociolinguistics is a field of study which analyzes language in 
relation to society and how it is used in everyday life to deliver meaning and maintain 
social relationships between the users. Sociolinguistics also reveals what language is 
and how it works in society. 
2. Intercultural Communication 
Intercultural communication consists of two elements: culture and 
communication. Culture and communication are two associated concepts which 
cannot be separated. Hall in Novinger (2001: 14) suggests that culture is 
communication and communication is culture. Culture rules communication and 
communication creates, supports, and re-creates culture. In addition, the term 
intercultural refers to the presence of at least two culturally different individuals 
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(Reisinger, 2009: 167). An intercultural communication happens when it involves 
two or more people from different cultures. 
Culture plays an important role in society. Pinto (2000: 34) defines culture as 
a developing system of rules of interaction and communication code. It is internalized 
in a group by being passed down from generation to generation. In addition, 
Novinger explains in her book that communication is a system of behavior 
(Novinger, 2001: 4). Different behaviors emerge from different cultures and 
subsequently it makes intercultural communication more complex than comunication 
between people of the same culture. 
According to Samovar, Porter, McDaniel, and Roy (2013: 8), intercultural 
communication is a communication involving interaction between people from 
different cultures which influence the communication event. It is an exchange of 
messages between people whose characteristic behaviors are distinct enough. In line 
with this view, Reisinger defines intercultural communication as a process of 
understanding messages of other people from different cultures (Reisinger, 2009: 
167). Intercultural communication is not merely a process of culturally different 
people delivering their messages but also about understanding the real meaning of the 
messages. 
The main challenge of intercultural communication is cultural diversity 
(Novinger, 2001: 4). In intercultural communication, the lack of similarity and 
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understanding of cultural backgrounds between different cultures is the reason which 
impedes the communication. Those cultural differences lead to a variety of 
communication methods, behaviors, ways of thinking, and lifestyles. When one party 
ignores the differences, problems of the intercultural contact can occur. 
3. Stereotype 
The term stereotype was introduced by Walter Lippmann in 1922 to describe 
typical picture which comes to mind about a certain social group (Dovidio, 
Hewstone, Glick, & Esses, 2010: 7). The word refers to characteristics which are 
believed to belong to a group. Some characteristics are perceived to be parts of some 
social groups. 
In general, stereotypes are seen as the representation of traits which are 
viewed as characteristics of social groups or of the individual members, particularly 
those which distinguish groups from each other (Strangor in Nelson, 2009: 02). They 
are commonly the traits which are associated with the groups. Another description by 
Brown and Turner in McGarty, Yzerbyt, and Spears (2002: 72) explains that 
stereotypes are formed from the perception of differences between groups. Each of 
the groups has something that distinguishes them from other groups. The differences 
generate and become the base of stereotypes.  
Hamilton and Sherman in Bar-Tal and Teichman (2005: 23) define 
stereotypes as stored beliefs about the characterizations of a group of people. 
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Stereotyping is a set of expectations and beliefs about the attributes of a group 
membership. People have expectations and beliefs that certain characteristics or traits 
are related to particular groups. Those expectations are formed by producing them 
through personal experience with members of the groups or information from other 
people. They store the information and use it when they encounter members of the 
groups since they already expect certain traits that they have perceived. Their 
expectations that all groups’ members have the same traits lead to stereotypes. In line 
with Hamilton and Sherman, Hartley and Bruckmann (2008: 49) suggest that a 
stereotype is a generalization of groups based on group membership. With limited 
knowledge, people generalize group members’ attributes and apply them as the entire 
groups’ attributes. According to Reisinger (2009: 192), stereotype is used when 
people meet new people or when they are in a new situation and lack knowledge 
about groups. Stereotypes overgeneralize a group and disregard individual variations 
within the group. 
Stereotypes of certain groups are not always correct because there are 
members who have different characteristics within the groups. Scollon and Scollon in 
Reisinger (2009: 194) argue that many stereotypes are incorrect and overlook 
differences. They limit the understanding of human behavior and consequently lead 
to more misunderstandings. Members who do not share the characteristics might be 
stereotyped as well and in consequence, conflicts arise because they are judged 
falsely. In addition, stereotypes are created when people are unable or unwilling to 
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acquire the information regarding new people they meet to make fair judgments. 
They are also developed through personal experiences such as daily activities that 
people do. Moreover, stereotypes are damaging since they are filled with judgments. 
According to Jandt (2012: 88), there are at least four ways in which stereotypes 
impede communication: 
a. They lead people to presume that a prevalent belief is true when it may not 
be. 
b. The sustained use of stereotypes strengthens the belief. 
c. They cause people to assume each member in a widespread stereotyped 
group holds the stereotype. 
d. Stereotypes can create a threat that distracts and lowers the performance of 
the stereotyped person. 
Several examples of positive stereotypes include Chinese are good at math, 
Germans are punctual and Japanese are hard-working. On the other hand, Americans 
are self-centered, Blacks are criminals, and Whites are racists, are a few examples of 
negative stereotypes. 
a. Categories of Stereotypes 
 Stereotypes are classified into several categories. According to Schneider 
(2005), those categories can be listed as gender, race, age, physical features, 
language, occupations and socioeconomic status, national groups, and other 
miscellaneous categories. 
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1) Gender 
 The term gender is sometimes used interchangeably with sex in casual 
conversation. Sex is often seen as a synonym for gender and the implementation of 
one of the terms as a substitute for the other does not make much difference in daily 
use. Nonetheless, both terms have different definitions of how women and men are 
identified in society. 
According to Lindsey (2015: 6), sex refers to characteristics which 
biologically differentiate males and females based on physiological components. One 
the other hand, she defines gender as characteristics which are socially, culturally, 
and psychologically connected to males and females through particular social 
contexts. Sex is a naturally given status, whereas gender is an achieved status. 
Another distinction between sex and gender is that sex is not influenced by 
culture. Therefore, it is not easily changed. By contrast, gender is more flexible and 
its role qualities are assigned by society based on the sex. Sex also has the same 
definition regardless of cultures, while gender is defined differently because each 
society has its own views on how women and men should behave (Helgeson, 2012: 
3-5). In short, sex refers to the biological categories while gender refers to the social 
categories of male and female. Sex makes people male or female; gender makes 
people masculine or feminine. 
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Several examples of male characteristics based on their sex are male usually 
has deeper voice, more body hair, and more muscles. On the other hand, thinner 
voice, less body hair, and less muscles are the characteristics of females. 
Furthermore, male and female characteristics based on gender differ, for example, is 
traditionally seen as strong, unemotional, and independent while female is viewed as 
weak, emotional, and dependent. 
 There is a wide consensus on which traits are assumed to belong to males and 
females. People perceive traits from gender and thus, when talking about certain 
traits, they usually conclude that those traits are linked to one of the two genders.  
Table 1 by De Lisi and Soundranayagam (1990) and Williams and Bennet (1975) 
shows some traits which have generally been linked to each gender. 
Table 1. Female and Male Stereotypic Traits 
Female Male 
Affectionate Adventuresome 
Dependent Achievement-oriented 
Emotional Active 
Friendly Ambitious 
Kind Coarse 
Mild Independent 
Pleasant Loud 
Prudish Robust 
Sensitive Self-confident 
Sentimental Stable 
Warm Tough 
Whiny Unemotional 
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2) Race 
 Race is one of the categories which become the bases of stereotypes. 
According to Barkan (2012: 101) race is a category of people who share certain 
hereditary physical traits, such as skin colors, facial features, and heights. When 
people of a certain race see others that look different from some of their physical 
appearances, they usually assume that those people are of different races. 
Nevertheless, there has been a question whether biological concept is a fixed aspect 
to determine an individual’s race or not. 
 According to Jandt (2015), the definition of race is viewed from two 
perspectives: biological and sociohistorical. Campbell in Jandt (2015) states that race 
refers to a group of people characterized by descent similarity. It is popularly 
believed that race is defined biologically. Physical traits and genes become the base 
of race identification. Nonetheless, in practice, many people who have certain 
physical characters associated to a particular race are not regarded as such and vice 
versa. For instance, there are Southeast Asians who have skin that is of a pale color 
but they will never be classified as Caucasians whereas Indian people are seen as 
Caucasians, even those who are dark-skinned. This finding, however, also causes 
arguments which lead to the second perspective of race definition, i.e. sociohistorical 
which explains that racial categories have varied over time and between cultures 
(Jandt: 2015). The previously presented examples show that the view of race is 
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unstable and often times determined by society. People who are of mixed ethnicities 
are often put in different races depending on who categorize them. 
 Some genetic traits do differentiate one racial group from one another, yet the 
differences occur more among individuals within group rather than between groups 
(Schneider, 2005: 453). He even regards skin color and facial features as major 
indications to identify race. Other cues that also differentiate one race from another 
are names, vocal qualities, and accents. Schneider also explains that some researchers 
found about behavior and appearance as parts of gender stereotypes and they can be 
applied for race stereotypes. For instance, people more likely apply black stereotype 
to a young black male who listens to rap music and wears many gold chains. 
The term race is sometimes used interchangeably with ethnicity. Nevertheless, 
there are some aspects that differentiate the concept of race from ethnicity. According 
to Phinney in  Schneider (2005: 453), ethnicity may relate to cultural differences, 
ethnic identity, or distinctive experiences caused by treatment of others. In line with 
Phinney, Barkan (2013: 106) also states that ethnicity refers to the shared social, 
cultural, and historical experiences evolving from common national or regional 
backgrounds which differ subgroups from one another. In short, ethnicity overlooks 
biological factors which are usually linked to the definition of race. 
3) Age  
 Age is one of the first characteristics that people notice about others. By 
noticing age, people can prepare to behave and interact with their interlocutors 
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(Cuddy and Fiske in Nelson, 2002: 3). Opinions are formed based on gender, race, 
religion, among other social categories. People do not simply move from one gender, 
racial, ethnic, or religious category to another. However, unlike the other categories, 
most people will eventually belong to old age.  
 Age influences friendship patterns, careers, attitudes and so on (Schneider, 
2005: 466). This fact triggers the occurrence of stereotypes of age groups in society. 
Old age is seen as an anxiety. It was viewed as a natural process but now it is now 
regarded as a social problem. Cuddy and Fiske state that some researchers found an 
age-based double standard related to memory failure, for example when young people 
forget something, it is due to lack of effort or attention but when it happens to old 
people, it is attributed to incompetence. They also explain other studies in which 
older people were seen as intellectually incompetent, less ambitious and responsible, 
but as friendlier and warmer as younger people. 
4) Physical Features 
The best way to learn about new people is through direct face-to-face 
interaction. Zebrowitz in Schneider (2005: 502) argues that face-to-face contact 
provides many additional signs which become the bases for stereotypes. Many 
stereotypes are based on physical appearance. People may notice someone’s hair 
color, facial complexion, body type, weight and height. Afterwards, they can use the 
features to stereotype the person. 
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 Physical features that can be the bases of stereotypes include body shapes, 
facial features, and physical attractiveness. Body types which consists of mesomorphs 
(muscular), endomorphs (fat), and ectomorphs (thin) lead to some stereotypes. For 
example, mesomorphs people are usually seen as attractive, healthy, competitive, and 
having more friends. Contrary to mesomorphs, endomorphs people are usually linked 
to unattractiveness, uncompetitive self and unhealthy lifestyle. On the other hand, 
ectomorphs people are stereotyped as neat, intelligent, and tense. 
 Stereotypes which are based on facial features can be judged from several 
cues such as nose, hair color and style, wrinkles, and even facial expression like 
smiling or frowning. Physical attractiveness also brings many stereotypes. For 
instance, a frumpy woman who uses glasses may be seen as more intellectual than a 
woman who wears beautiful clothes and make up.  
5) Language 
 Language provides powerful cues of people. The way people speak can show 
where they come from and how educated they are. Therefore, verbal cues which 
resulting from conversation may also form stereotypes. People can categorize others 
through their speeches. For example, they can tell others’ country of origin from the 
language. Regional variations of speech also occur in many countries. Those 
variations might be related to socioeconomic status of the speakers. 
 There are also differences of language styles between genders. Lakoff in 
Schneider (2005: 522) states that particularly women speak differently from men in 
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seven ways. First, women have richer and more precise vocabulary for certain 
domains, such as colors. Next, women use certain adjectives more than men, which 
show empathy rather than power. Third, women use less and weaker expletives. The 
fourth way is that women use more hedges. Then, the fifth way is by using the term 
so more than men as an intensifier. Sixth, women use polite forms, for example 
compound questions. The last, women use many tag questions, such as “The house is 
so beautiful, isn’t it?” 
 Schneider (2005) also displays that some researchers suggest that people who 
use more indirect and feminine styles are seen as less competent, warmer, and more 
polite regardless of their gender. Furthermore, men who speak in a feminine way are 
regarded as more homosexual than those who speak the masculine style. In 
conclusion, speaking style affects the gender-related stereotypes which are applied to 
others. 
6) Occupations and Socioeconomic Status 
 Stereotype of occupations is the least offensive type of stereotype. There are 
people who are upset by the stereotypes they are assigned to. However, the 
stereotypes become inoffensive since most of them have a kernel of truth. 
 People have different abilities and motives in doing their jobs. The way a 
doctor does his job is different from that of a teacher. McLean and Kalin in Schneider 
(2005: 523) state that people’s personalities in various occupations are often similar 
21 
 
to the occupational stereotypes. Schneider also explains in his book that several 
studies show that stereotypes of people based on jobs do exist and the groups of traits 
are considered more fitting for particular jobs than for others. 
 Stereotypes also occur because of people’s various socioeconomic status. 
Prestige and financial rewards of work determine this status. People of higher status 
are often seen as more intelligent and selfish, whereas middle-class people consider 
themselves thrifty and less lazy than the poor ones. According to Johannesen-Schmidt 
and Eagly in Schneider (2005), positive qualities generally increase and communal 
qualities decrease slightly with income levels. 
7) National Groups 
 Many studies explain that stereotypes of national groups by other groups do 
exist. Different countries have different cultures which affect the people. Thus, 
people from different countries will find many differences between them and 
frequently agree with one another on stereotypes of particular countries. Most people 
feel that they belong to one national group and therefore identify themselves with 
their own nationalities. 
 Poppe and Linsen in Schenider (2005: 529) propose four features which 
determine nation stereotypes. First, industrialized countries should be seen as 
reflecting competence. Second, the relative size of the country affects the nations’ 
morality. Third, relationships among states also affect stereotypes. The last feature is 
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the geography of the country. There is a common stereotype that people who live far 
from the equator are more efficient and proactive whereas those who live nearer it are 
generally seen as more emotional and empathetic. For example, the French and 
Italians are portrayed as more extravagant and impulsive than the Germans, English 
and Russians. 
8) Other Categories  
 As previously explained, several generally recognized social categories are 
used as the bases of stereotypes. Nevertheless, there is no restriction which stops the 
use of categories in that classification. Almost any social category can be the basis of 
stereotypes, especially the categories assumed to be chosen by individuals. 
b. The Functions of Stereotypes 
 Despite sometimes being inaccurate, stereotypes are still used by people. It 
happens because stereotypes serve several functions for the users. There are some 
motivations which are beneficial to people that encourage them to stereotype others. 
1) Stereotype Functions by Ashmore and Del Boca 
 Ashmore and Del Boca in Synder and Miene (1994: 36) propose three 
functions of stereotypes based on three orientations: the cognitive, the 
psychodynamic, and the sociocultural. Each orientation provides one function of 
stereotypes. 
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a) Cognitive Economy 
From the cognitive orientation, humans are limited when it comes to storing 
information. They cannot process all incoming information about other people which 
leads to the forming of stereotypes functioned as a means to reduce the mental burden 
of dealing with complexity of people. In that way, stereotypes serve as a helper of 
their users to decrease incoming information to fit the users’ memory size in which 
later reflects the predictability of the social world. In other words, stereotypes help 
the perceivers to manage incoming information, which can be difficult to memorize, 
in smaller portions or oversimplifications. By employing stereotypes to view other 
people, the users do not have to learn specific traits or behaviors that each one of 
them possesses because they already have certain traits or ideas about those people 
stored. 
b) Ego Protection 
From the dynamic perspective, stereotypes function as vehicles for providing 
services for self. Generally, the protective services include the ridicule of others, 
particularly those who are seen as competitor, and the establishment of self-esteem by 
doing social comparison. Therefore, stereotyping people of other groups is considered 
a useful tool to make the users feel better about themselves and less threatened by the 
other groups. 
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c) Social Function 
The sociocultural orientation focuses on how stereotypes emerge from social 
and cultural factors. This orientation suggests that stereotypes have a social function 
to help people fit in and identify with their own social and cultural in-groups. People 
get stereotyped beliefs and expectations of people from other groups through 
socialization. Since those stereotypes facilitate the interaction, people may not 
question the truth of the stereotypes. Sherif and Sherif in Synder and Miene (1994) 
state that such stereotypes are functionally related to becoming a group member and 
adopting the group’s values or norms as the basis in regulating experience and 
behavior. 
2) Stereotype Functions by Schneider 
 There is another division of stereotype functions. Schneider (2005: 363) 
divides stereotype functions into two major classes, namely individual and social 
function. 
a) Individual Functions 
 People stereotype other groups because it is beneficial to them as individuals. 
Several benefits which are performed for each doer are classified as individual 
functions. These functions are divided into cognitive and affective or motivational 
functions. 
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(1) Cognitive Functions 
There are three sub-functions of stereotypes which are related to cognitive 
aspect. First, stereotypes simplify the social world. Each individual is complex and 
people do not always spend their time learning and understanding all people they 
meet in terms of their individuality. By simplifying, people can save time and it 
sometimes helps them doing their daily activities. Second, stereotypes enrich people’s 
mental lives. People divide others to make meaningful partitions which facilitate their 
behavior. They can understand and obtain more knowledge about someone’s behavior 
by being able to categorize him into a particular group.  
The second function is stereotypes reveal other beliefs of particular people or 
groups. For example, a white person who believes in freedom and fairness probably 
has fewer negative stereotypes of Blacks and Hispanics. The white person’s beliefs of 
freedom and fairness can be seen from the fewer stereotypes he has about the 
respective groups.   
(2) Affective Functions 
 Stereotypes include beliefs about others’ behavior that can affect the users 
because they facilitate prejudice. Allport in Schneider (2005: 365) states that people 
whose prejudices and stereotypes are fitted together encourage one another in 
supportive ways. They stereotype others from out-groups to obtain self-worth which 
comes from their valued groups. By assigning positive features to their in-groups and 
negative ones to out-groups, they maintain self-esteem. 
26 
 
 Several theorists also argue that people stereotype when they are threatened 
(Schneider, 2005: 367). When people face difficulty in dealing with anxiety about 
their shortcomings, they throw the shortcomings to members of various out-groups. 
People from in-groups tend to disagree with out-groups members on various issues 
which may affect the stability and perceived reality of the world view. Stereotypes 
take part as a means in clarifying this disagreement and justifying in-group members 
dislike of people against them. 
b) Social or Collective Functions 
Stereotypes may function as tools for explaining status differences. People are 
divided based on status, prestige, and economic privilege. People tend to believe that 
high-status people have done something to earn their status while low-status people 
deserve their less fortunate fate. It makes it easier to see members of stigmatized 
groups as somehow deserving their fate. Stereotypes play their role in showing this 
status difference. According to Rutland & Brown in Schneider (2005: 369), people 
who discriminate often use stereotypes of both in-group and out-group members to 
justify their actions. 
It is recognized that power is important in understanding stereotypes. People of 
low power and status are more likely to be stereotyped. Operario and Fiske in 
Schneider (2005: 369) point out that stereotypes produced by powerful persons 
towards less powerful ones tend to create more problems. It happens since powerful 
people have more ability to act on them and make them part of the cultural consensus. 
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B. Freedom Writers Movie  
Freedom Writers is a 2007 movie directed by Richard LaGravenese. Some 
stars who play in the movie are Hilary Swank, Scott Glenn, Imelda Staunton and 
Patrick Dempsey. 
Freedom Writers tells about a first time teacher, Erin Gruwell (Hillary 
Swank), who taught at Woodrow Wilson High School in Long Beach, California. The 
school was formerly a high achieving school but had recently put an integration plan 
in place. Gruwell had to teach English to a class full of students who grouped 
themselves based on their races (black students sit with black students, Latino 
students sit with other Latino students, etc.). They often fought with each other and 
they showed no passion in studying. They also had no respect to Gruwell and disliked 
her. 
Gruwell tried hard to make her students realize that education is important. 
She did not give up although she did not get enough support from the department 
head and did most of the work herself. She also kept teaching her students about 
tolerance and respect. She did everything for her students to the point where she 
unfortunately had to sacrifice her marriage. 
Freedom Writers is based on a true story happening between 1993 - 1996. The 
real Erin Gruwell wrote The Freedom Writers Diary which tells the story based on 
her teaching experience on Woodrow Wilson Classical High School in Eastside, 
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Long Beach, California. The title is a play on the term "Freedom Riders", referring to 
the multiracial civil rights activists who tested the U.S. Supreme Court decision 
ordering the desegregation of interstate buses in 1961. A journalist, Tracey Durning, 
made a documentary about Erin Gruwell and it inspired Durning to co-produce 
Freedom Writers the movie. 
The movie is a good choice to be studied because it shows many stereotyping 
performances. It is also adapted from a true story which proves that stereotypes exist 
in real life. Furthermore, the movie has quality that makes it gain recognition. It 
receives mostly positive reviews from movie critics. 
C. Previous Research 
A study which deals with stereotype has been conducted before by Ulan 
Agustin in 2011 entitled “A Sociolinguistic Analysis of Stereotypes of Multicultural 
Society in New York as Reflected in Do the Right Thing Movie”. She reveals 
stereotypes phenomenon by focusing on three issues.  The problems were the 
language choices reflecting stereotypes, kinds of group concept, and the factors of the 
emergence of stereotypes. 
In her research, she mainly uses two theories. For analyzing the linguistic 
choices and group concepts, she uses the theories proposed by Semin and Fiedler. 
Moreover, she uses the theory from McGarty, Yzerbt, and Spears to investigate the 
factors which cause the emergence of stereotype. 
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This research is quite different from the previous research. This research has 
two problems to be examined which become the purposes of the study. The first 
purpose is to identify the categories of stereotypes and the second purpose is to 
describe the functions of stereotypes. 
D. Conceptual Framework 
Stereotype is people’s fixed idea or image about the characterizations of a 
certain group of people which is not always true in reality. It consists of 
preconceptions about other groups of people; thus, it is not always accurate. 
Moreover, stereotype does not describe individual behavior but the behavior of the 
group instead. In other words, stereotyping is a set of oversimplified expectations and 
beliefs about the attributes of a group membership. It generalizes a group based on 
few individual characteristics only and ignores variations within the group.  
This research studies the stereotypes occur in Freedom Writers movie. 
Stereotype is fundamentally associated with society; therefore, it falls under the field 
of sociolinguistics. Sociolinguistics is the study of the way people use language in 
social interaction. It deals with how people talk to others in everyday life. Since 
stereotype deals with people and how they view others in society which later 
influences the way the talk to others, it belongs to sociolinguistic study. 
The research aims at investigating two objectives as the focus of the research, 
namely the categories of stereotype and the functions of stereotypes in Freedom 
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Writers movie. In order to answer the first objective, the researcher categorizes the 
stereotypes into seven categories based on a theory by Schneider. The categories are 
gender, race, age, physical features, language, occupations and socioeconomic status, 
and national groups. An example of gender stereotype is male has masculine trait and 
an example of racial stereotype is Australians are sportsmanlike. Furthermore, in 
order to investigate the functions of stereotypes, the researcher uses the theory by 
Ashmore and Del Boca. It classifies the functions into three: cognitive economy, ego 
protection, and social function. 
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E. Analytical Construct  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. The Analytical Construct 
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CHAPTER III 
RESEARCH METHOD 
This chapter explains the method used in the research. It describes the form, 
context, and source of the data. Then, the explanation of the research instruments is 
presented. This chapter also includes the techniques of  data collection and data 
analysis. Furthermore, the trustworthiness of data is explained at the end of the 
chapter. 
A. Type of the Research 
 The researcher employed descriptive qualitative research design as the type of 
study. Denzin and Lincoln (2003: 3) state that qualitative research consists of an 
interpretive and naturalistic approach to the world. It means that phenomena are 
studied and interpreted in their natural settings. In addition, Vanderstoep and Johnson 
(2009: 167) argue that qualitative research is more descriptive than predictive, and 
thus it is more thorough than quantitative research. They also define it as a research 
which constructs narrative or textual descriptions of the studied phenomena. In other 
words, qualitative research is a method to describe phenomena or situations that 
become the focus of the research in a detailed and descriptive manner. 
The researcher used the descriptive qualitative research to describe all the 
phenomena related to stereotypes found in Freedom Writers movie. The data were 
interpreted and explained thoroughly in words based on their categories and 
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functions. In addition, quantitative research was also employed first to help the 
researcher interpret the data and strengthen the descriptions of the findings by 
showing detailed statistics. Since quantitative method was only used to support the 
researcher in describing the data, the statistical work is only found in the findings 
section. 
B. Forms, Contexts, and Source of Data 
 The data of the research related to stereotypes were in the form of utterances. 
The contexts of the data were in dialogues because they were taken from the 
conversations between the characters in Freedom Writers movie. All of the data were 
obtained from the movie and the movie transcript. The movie helped the researcher 
understand the contexts, whereas the movie script was utilized to find and match all 
the dialogues related to stereotypes that occured in the movie. 
C. Research Instrument 
 The main instrument of the research was the researcher herself since the 
research employed qualitative research. According to Lincoln and Guba in 
Vanderstoep and Johnston (2009: 188), human is the best instrument for qualitative 
research. Thus, the researcher played as the planner, the data collector, the data 
analyst, and the reporter of the research findings. 
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 The movie transcript was used as the secondary instrument. The researcher 
used the transcript to help find the data and double-check the dialogues in the movie. 
Afterwards, the collected data were identified. 
D. Techniques of Data Collection 
 The data of the research were collected by watching and listening to the movie 
comprehensively. As the researcher watched the movie, she read the movie transcript 
in order to verify the accuracy of dialogues uttered by the characters. Every 
occurence of stereotypes found in the movie was marked and noted down so it would 
be easier for the researcher to check for further analysis. 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
 The researcher analyzed the data based on the theories used. All the collected 
data in Freedom Writers movie were first classified based on the theories used in the 
research. Then, the data were analyzed according to each categorization. 
 A table of data was used in order to categorize and analyze every datum found 
in Freedom Writers. The format of the table is illustrated in Table 2. 
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Table 2: The Data Sheet of Categories and Functions of Stereotypes in Freedom 
Writers Movie 
 
No. Code Data 
Categories of Stereotypes Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation 
G R A L PF SO NG OC CE EP SF 
1. 00:20:31-
00:21:53/5 
Erin: All right, you 
know what? I want you 
all to move to this side 
of the room. You in the 
back, up here. Sindy 
and all of you, move to 
the back. Come on. 
Let's go. Now! 
 
Jamal : Get your ass 
back to China, all of 
y'all. 
 
A Cambodian student: 
You're all little midget-
ass punks. Move 
before I stomp your 
peanuts. 
  √               √       
Erin orders her students to move and 
change seats. The students stand up 
to move and that's when Jamal face 
the Cambodian students. He asks 
them to go back to China which 
means he stereotypes every Asian to 
be Chinese or is from China. Jamal 
is being ignorant and he categorizes 
Asians into one race or from one 
country only. 
 
Notes: 
00:20:31-00:21:53/5 → Time of the scene (hours:minutes:seconds)/Number of data 
Categories of Stereotypes:    Functions of Stereotypes: 
G: Gender      CE: Cognitive Economy 
R: Race      EP: Ego Protection 
A: Age       SF: Social Function 
L: Language 
PF: Physical Features 
OS: Occupations and Socioeconomic Status 
NG: Nation Groups 
OC: Other Categories 
F. Trustworthiness of Data 
 In order to be trustworthy, the research needs to be validated. Lincoln (1985: 
290) suggests that the fundamental concept of trustworthiness is based on how an 
inquirer can convince the readers that the research findings are worth paying attention 
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to. Therefore, validation is required to confirm that the research and the findings are 
factual and reliable. Validity is important to make an effective research (Cohen, 
Manion, & Morrison, 2007: 133). A research is worthless if it is invalid. 
The validity of the data in this research was gained by employing 
triangulation. Denzin (2009: 1) propose four basic kinds of triangulation: data, 
investigator, theory, and methodological triangulation. This research employed 
investigator triangulation which was achieved by discussing and consulting the 
research findings with supervisors and two fellow students who major in Linguistics. 
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter provides a detailed explanation about the results of the 
research. The first section, the findings, describes the frequency of stereotype 
categories and functions found in Freedom Writers movie. Furthermore, the 
second section, the discussion, provides a deep explanation of the research 
findings on the subject of stereotype categories and functions. 
A. Findings 
This section describes the data occurence of stereotypes categories and 
functions based on the two objectives formulated in the first chapter in number. A 
total of 30 data are found and they are displayed on a table below to provide more 
information about their occurence. 
Table 3: The Occurence of Categories and  
Functions of Stereotypes in Freedom Writers Movie 
No
. 
Categories of 
Stereotypes 
Functions of Stereotypes 
Frequency Cognitive 
Economy 
Ego 
Protection 
Social 
Function 
1 Gender - 1 1 2 
2 Race 7 4 5 16 
3 Age 6 1 - 7 
4 Language - - - 0 
5 Physical Features 1 - 1 2 
6 Occupations and Socioeconomic Status 1 2 - 3 
7 National Groups - - - 0 
8 Other Categories - - - 0 
TOTAL 15 8 7 30 
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 Based on Table 3 above, 30 data related to stereotypes occur in Freedom 
Writers movie. As presented in the table, not all categories of stereotypes 
proposed by Schneider appear in the movie. There are five occuring categories of 
stereotypes: gender, race, age, physical features, and occupations and 
socioeconomic status. From the table, it can be noticed that race is the most 
frequently used category with 16 data. Age holds the second rank with seven 
occurences whereas the third position is taken by occupations and socioeconomic 
status with three data. Gender and physical features are the least frequent 
categories used in uttering stereotypes with each category only appears twice. On 
the other hand, language, national groups and others are not found in the findings. 
The result indicates that the characters in Freedom Writers movie throw racial 
stereotypes more than stereotypes based on other social categories. 
The table also reveals that all three functions of stereotypes are found in 
Freedom Writers. Cognitive economy is the most frequently used stereotype 
function in the movie with a total of 15 data out of 30 data found. Ego protection 
follows in the second position with eight data in total. Social function is only one 
data behind ego protection which makes it the least used function with seven data. 
From these findings, it can be concluded that the characters in Freedom Writers 
mostly use stereotypes in their utterances to help themselves manage obtained 
information about other characters easier. 
B. Discussion 
This section discusses the findings concerning the two research problems, 
namely the categories and functions of stereotypes in Freedom Writers movie. 
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The analysis of the data findings is explained in two separate parts. The first part 
presents the discussion of the categories of stereotypes and the second part 
focuses on the explanation of the functions of stereotypes. In each part, some 
instances of the data findings are presented to support the explanation. 
1. Categories of Stereotypes 
The findings of categories of stereotypes show that there are 5 out of 8 
categories used as the bases of stereotypes by the characters in Freedom Writers 
movie. Those categories are gender, race, age, physical features, and occupations 
and socioeconomic status. The findings indicate that the characters in the movie 
employ various social categories of stereotypes in their daily interactions. Each 
finding is explained in detail below. 
a. Gender 
Gender is one of the social categories commonly used as the bases of 
stereotypes. However, based on the findings, there are only two data of gender 
stereotypes appearing in the movie. Freedom Writers mostly focuses on teachers 
and high school students with various cultural backgrounds as the characters. 
Therefore, the use of gender as a basis of stereotypes is not found in many 
interactions between the students and the teachers. Instead, this category is found 
outside the school as the two gender stereotypes uttered in the movie occur in 
family settings. 
The following dialogue contains one of the gender stereotypes found in the 
movie. It takes place in a family setting. 
40 
 
Erin : I can't believe he brought up my salary. What's happened 
to him? He was like Atticus Finch to me when I was 
growing up, and now he's talking about salaries? I think 
he's playing too much golf. In fact, I think he needs an 
intervention. Why isn't being a teacher good enough for 
him? 
Scott : Honey, just calm down. You know, except for marrying 
me, you never seriously disappoint him. He worships you. 
Erin : He likes you. He just doesn't... 
Scott : He just doesn't think I'm good enough for you, which is 
fine. That's what fathers do. I'm sure I'll be that way 
someday. 
(00:18:50-00:19:20/8) 
Erin and her husband, Scott, have a small talk after having a family dinner with 
Erin’s father. Erin expresses her confusion about her father’s change of attitude. 
Scott consoles her by saying that she never disappoints her father. While 
comforting Erin, Scott utters a stereotype about fathers who are viewed as being 
overprotective. He says that protecting their daughters is what fathers do. By 
stating that, Scott agrees with the idea that being protective of their daughters is 
expected from fathers. His view of this father’s role is strengtened by his 
following comment. He says he is sure that he will be like Erin’s father when he 
becomes a father. It suggests that being protective is simply the nature of fathers. 
In the example, Scott expects himself to be an overprotective father too. 
Furthermore, the use of the plural noun of father verifies the stereotype even more 
as it implies that all fathers act the same way.  
Additionally, this father stereotype also carries the perception that 
daughters are incapable of having good judgments and protecting themselves. 
This is evident in how Erin’s father keeps saying that he is worried about Erin’s 
well-being because he believes that the school she is teaching at is full of 
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criminals. Moreover, he also tries to make her feel guilty by mentioning how she 
is just wasting her intelligence in that school when she could have chosen a better 
job instead. 
The other example of a stereotype which has gender as its basis is shown 
in the dialogue below. The dialogue also takes place in a family setting. 
Scott : Then what do you need me for? 
Erin : You're my husband. Why can't you stand by me and be 
part of it, the way wives support husbands?  
Scott : Because I can't be your wife. I wish I could make that 
sound less awful. 
(01:40:08-01:40:28/30) 
The dialogue above is another conversation between Erin and Scott. Scott is 
starting to feel unhappy with their marriage because Erin keeps paying extra 
attention to her students. Erin wants to know why Scott cannot support her the 
way wives support their husbands. Scott’s simple response to Erin’s question is 
that he cannot be her wife. In his statement, he is trying to say that the reason he 
cannot be her wife is because he is not a woman. He believes that women are the 
ones assigned to do the role of wives. Rather than admitting he is actually capable 
to support Erin in her teaching work, he concludes that he is not. Instead of giving 
a reasonable asnwer to Erin’s question on why he does not want to help her, Scott 
chooses to use a gender stereotype of woman and the word wife to convey his 
point that he will never support Erin in her endeavors to teach her students 
because he is a man. 
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b. Race 
Stereotypes based on race include generalizations of physical traits and 
activities. A group of people can easily see differences in appearance of other 
groups and identify the different customs compared to their own. Since Freedom 
Writers focuses on Erin and her multicultural students, the use of race as a basis of 
stereotypes can be found frequently. Erin and her students, who do not know each 
other very well, often make early assumptions about each other even when they 
do not have proof to support their opinions. There are 16 data of racial stereotypes 
that are spotted in the movie. 
 Here is the first example of the data findings of racial stereotypes occuring 
in the movie. The following dialogue happens in Erin’s class. 
Erin : All right, you know what? I want you all 
to move to    this side of the room. You in 
the back, up here. Sindy and all of you, 
move to the back. Come on. Let's go. 
Now! 
Jamal      : Get your ass back to China, all of y'all. 
A Cambodian student : You're all little midget-ass punks.   Move 
before I stomp your peanuts. 
(00:20:31-00:21:53/10) 
The dialogue above takes place in Erin’s English class. Her students are creating 
chaos so Erin decides to change their seating arrangements. When they move 
seats, a black student named Jamal passes a group of Cambodian students and 
says that they should go back to China. There is a stereotype based on race in 
Jamal’s comment. His racist remark suggests that Asian people are all from 
China. He generalizes Asians and thinks they consist of one race only with how 
he orders the Cambodian students to go back to China. Furthermore, he uses 
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words like all, y’all and China which emphasize his stereotype towards the 
Cambodian students. Asians are Chinese is a widely known stereotype that many 
people still hold. Aside from being incorrect, this stereotype can also be offensive. 
 The next example of race used as a category of stereotypes is presented in 
the following conversation. Erin finds out that her students are making fun of 
Jamal. They pass around an offensive and racist drawing of him until he is the last 
one to receive the paper. Erin scolds the class but her students do not think she has 
any right to tell them what to do. 
Andre : Why should I give my respect to you? 'Cause you're a 
teacher? I don't know you. How do I know you're not a liar 
standing up there? How do I know you're not a bad person 
standing up there? I'm not just gonna give you my respect 
because you're called a teacher. 
Eva : White people always wanting their respect like they 
deserve it for free. 
Erin : I’m a teacher. It doesn’t matter what color I am. 
(00:32:58-00:33:22/13) 
The argument between Erin and her students gets even more heated as Eva, a 
Latino student, starts bringing up Erin’s race to reveal her dislike towards white 
people, particularly Erin. Eva points out that white people always want to get 
what they want as if everything is free. Eva expresses her racial stereotype of 
white people with disdain. She ignores Erin’s characteristics as an individual and 
believes that Erin is not any different from other white people. The stereotype 
performed by Eva is reinforced by her use of the plural noun people and the word 
white. 
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 The last example of stereotypes based on race occurs in a teaching and 
learning situation in a distinguished honor class. Brian, an honor class teacher, 
asks Victoria as the only black student in the class to tell her classmates about the 
black perspective. 
Brian : So, you had all summer to read and consider this book. 
And you know, I thought it would be most valuable to 
begin with Victoria to give us the black perspective. 
Victoria? 
Victoria: Do I have a stamp on my forehead that says, "The 
National Spokesperson for the Plight of Black People"? 
How the hell should I know the black perspective on The 
Color Purple? That's it, if I don't change classes, I'm gonna 
hurt this fool. Teachers treat me like I'm some kind of 
Rosetta stone for African-Americans. What? Black people 
learn how to read, and we all miraculously come to the 
same conclusion? At that point, I decided to check out my 
friend Brandy's English class. 
(01:09:06-01:09:49/23) 
Before the students starts reading a book as an assignment, Brian wants Victoria 
to tell the class about the black perspective. He thinks that it would be really nice 
to hear it directly from a black person as seen with how he says that it would be 
the most valuable to begin with her telling the whole class about the black 
perspective. Brian’s intention actually makes Victoria angry. Brian does not seem 
to be aware that putting an individual with the assumption that he or she must 
have known what perspectives their race have is an act of stereotyping. The use of 
the word words black and perspective in his utterance refers to the viewpoint of a 
group of people. In this case, Brian refers to the viewpoint of black people. 
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c. Age 
Age is another category used as a basis of stereotypes. In Freedom 
Writers, age stereotypes are the second highest stereotypes with seven data. The 
movie does not only focus on the students, who are all teenagers, but also on how 
their teachers think about them. The age differences between the teachers and 
students influence their point of views about each other in relation to their age. 
An example of dialouges which portrays the occurence of age stereotype is 
presented as follows.  
Brandy : Nobody ever listens to a teenager. Everybody thinks you 
should be happy just because you're young. They don't 
see the wars that we fight every single day. And one day, 
my war will end. And I will not die. And I will not tolerate 
abuse from anyone. I am strong. 
(01:12:03-01:12:27/25) 
Erin sets up a small event for her English class to start the new semester. She asks 
her students to express their feelings and tell stories they want to share to the 
class. Brandy is the second student who comes forward. She talks about how she 
always hear people say that young people should be happy. As a teenager, Brandy 
do not agree with that expectation about young people. That belief regarding 
teenagers displays an example of stereotypes based on age. Teenagers are always 
seen to be a happy group of people because they still do not know or carry adult 
responsibilities. Nonetheless, that preconception is not completely true. There are 
many teenagers who live a hard life everyday and Brandy sees herself as one of 
them. The age stereotype can be noticed from the word young uttered by Brandy. 
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Everyone has ever been young. Thus, the word young in Brandy’s utterance 
represents many people. 
Another age stereotype appears in a converstation between Erin and Ms. 
Campbell shown below. 
Erin  : What about this? We were discussing the 
Holocaust.  
Ms. Campbell : No, they won't be able to read that.  
Erin  : We can try. The books are just sitting here. 
Ms. Campbell : Look at their reading scores. And if I give 
your kids these books, I'll never see them 
again. If I do, they'll be damaged. 
(00:37:29-00:37:41/18) 
The conversation above happens in the school library when Erin is asking Ms. 
Campbell to give her the permission to use better books for her class. Ms. 
Campbell believes that Erin’s students are not smart enough. Therefore, she does 
not let Erin to use the books. As Erin keeps convincing Ms. Campbell to allow her 
to use better books, Ms. Campbell throws a stereotype about Erin’s students 
instead. She says Erin’s students would neither return the books nor take a good 
care of them.  Her utterance consists of the stereotype about teenagers being bad 
or irresponsible individuals. She uses that stereotype to make Erin understand that 
it would be useless to make them read the books. Moreover, the use of the 
teenager stereotype is quite damaging as seen from how Ms. Campbell has that 
assumption of Erin’s freshman students only as the result of past experiences with 
senior students. She does not even give any opportunity for Erin’s freshman 
students first and straightforwadly forbids them to read better books for their 
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reading course. The word kids in Ms. Campbell’s utterance shows the age 
stereotype. Furthermore, the use of will and damaged reveals how Ms. Campbell 
already has an expectation of what Erin’s teenage students would do. 
The last example of stereotypes based on age shown in the movie happens 
when Erin and her students are discussing a final assignment. 
Tito : Maybe we should get her to come and speak. 
A Latino student  : Yeah, and have a big dinner again. 
Erin : Wait. Guys. Guys! Everyone! Listen! She's 
elderly! I don't know how to contact her. I 
don't even know if she travels. And it would 
be really expensive. 
(01:22:02-01:22:23/28) 
Erin changes the class assignment from writing a book report to writing a message 
to Miep Gies, the survivor helping Anne Frank and her family hiding from the 
Nazis. Upon hearing the new assignment, Erin’s students suddenly have an idea to 
ask Miep Gies to come visit their school all the way from Europe and share her 
extraordinary story with them. Erin is initially surprised at the idea because there 
are many factors that have to be considered. The main factor is that Miep Gies is 
an elderly. Erin doubts Miep Gies’ capability to travel because she has the belief 
that Miep Gies’ old age is a big concern when it comes to traveling. Erin’s 
statement is related to the stereotype of elder people being less active and frail. 
Old age is often linked with those characteristics because for many people, their 
bodies get weaker as the get older. For this reason, Erin does not immediately 
approve the idea when it is first suggested. Erin’s use of the adjective elderly 
shows that she has doubts regarding elder people’s capability. 
48 
 
d. Physical Features 
Physical appearances are among the first things people notice about each 
other. Hair color, body type, height, and weight are easily observed. 
Consequently, many stereotypes are based on these features. There are two 
stereotypes based on physical features found in Freedom Writers. Although the 
students and teachers of Woodrow Wilson High School have various types of 
builds and appearances, there are more pressing matters that they face daily. 
Therefore, they rarely focus on each other’s physical features that much to make 
any remark. Instead, the two stereotypes which use physical features as their basis 
occur in situations where they are not thrown by either the students or the teachers 
to comment about each other’s appearances. One of the data that portrays the 
occurence of stereotypes based on physical features is presented below. 
Eva  : In America, a girl can be crowned a princess for her 
beauty and her grace. But an Aztec princess is chosen 
for her blood to fight for her people, as Papi and his 
father fought against those who say we are less than they 
are, who say we are not equal in beauty and in blessings. 
(00:01:33-00:01:59/1) 
In the beginning of the movie, Eva says that in America, a girl can be crowned a 
princess because of her beauty and grace. Eva’s statement tells about physical 
attractiveness stereotype. Attractive people are generally viewed to have more 
positive traits compared to the less attractive ones. Thus, they are more desirable 
in many societies. This stereotype can be noticed from how a girl can be viewed 
in a good perspective because of her physical appearance. In addition, Eva states 
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that unlike attractive girls in America, an Aztec girl can be princess or get 
respected by fighting for her people. It means that the criterion for Aztec girls in 
order to be seen in a good perspective is different. Beautiful girls in America can 
be easily treated well or seen in positive ways but this stereotype does not simply 
apply to Aztec girls. Words like girl, princess, beauty, and grace reveal the 
physical feature stereotype in Eva’s utterance. 
The other datum of this stereotype occurs when Miep Gies finally arrives 
at Woodrow Wilson High School. 
Marcus : Ms. G sent our letters all the way to Amsterdam to 
Miep Gies, herself. When Ms. G made up her mind 
about something, there was no stopping her, man, 
for real. And after we raised the money to bring her 
to Long Beach, there she was. But, damn, I didn't 
expect her to be so small. 
(01:25:31-01:25:40/29) 
The first time Marcus sees Miep Gies, he makes a comment about her physical 
appearance. He says that he does not expect her to be so small. His statement 
implies that before he meets Miep Gies, he already had an expectation about how 
she would look like. As a figure whom Marcus admires for her brave act in 
helping Anne Frank and family, he pictures Miep Gies to be bigger in stature. 
Hiding a Jewish family could cost Miep Gies her own life. Therefore, Marcus 
must have had an idea that such heroic act is less likely done by someone small 
which leads to his expectation being proven wrong. Moreover, the use of the 
words small, didn’t and expect verifies the use of physical feature stereotype in 
Marcus’ utterance. 
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e. Language 
The way people speak can show their traits. The most common 
occurence of it is that language can help people categorize where others come 
from or what their background is. Verbal cues can reveal many things about 
someone. As a result, language is ocassionally used as a basis of stereotypes. In 
Freedom Writers, all the characters speak the same language. As they use English 
in their daily conversations, there is no big difference between the characters that 
is spotted. Therefore, there is an absence of language stereotypes in the movie. 
f. Occupations and Socioeconomic Status 
Stereotypes based on occupations and socioeconomics status are 
commonly found in society. However, there are only three data from Freedom 
Writers which portray these stereotypes. As the movie focuses more on Erin, her 
students, and their relationships, the occupations and socioeconomic status of the 
characters are not given that much emphasis. In addition, there are only two 
occupations which get exposure throughout the movie: teacher and architect. 
Below is a dialogue that displays a stereotype of teacher. 
Steve : So, how's work? 
Erin : Dad. 
Steve : I was asking your husband. 
Scott : It's good. I mean, for now. It's a good company. I 
pretty much run the computer data department.   
Steve : I thought you were an architect. 
Erin : He is. He's just taking a break. 
Scott : And the money's good for now. 
Steve : How much are you making, $27,000 before 
taxes? 
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Erin : If you know, why are you asking? 
Scott : So, what's everybody gonna eat? 
(00:17:15-00:17:36/4) 
At a family dinner, Erin’s father, Steve, asks her and her husband about 
their jobs. When her father addresses the topic about her salary as a teacher to her, 
he wants to say that he thinks the amount of her salary is not good enough for her. 
His question contains a stereotype that teacher as an occupation does not make 
much money. Erin’s answer for him shows that she is not pleased with what her 
father tries to suggest. 
In addition, another example of stereotype that uses occupation as its 
basis is presented in the following datum. 
Steve : With your brains, you could run a major 
corporation. Instead, I worry all night because 
you're a teacher at Attica. 
Erin : Can you hear what you're saying? How many times 
have I listened to you about walking civil rights 
marches? 
Steve : These gangs are criminals not activists. You read the 
papers? 
 
(00:07:37-00:17:51/5) 
 
In the conversation between Erin and his father during their dinner, another 
seterotype of teacher occurs. Erin is a smart woman and her father expects her to 
work in a big company. Instead, Erin chooses to be a teacher. Her father shows his 
disappointment by indirectly looking down on teacher. Steve’s main concern is 
that he sees the students at Woodrow Wilson High School as criminals who could 
endanger Erin. Nonetheless, his utterance contains a stereotype that teacher is a 
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low status occupation. He thinks Erin is too smart to just be a teacher. Teachers 
are sometimes stereotyped as having mediocre intelligence. 
The last example of stereotypes based on occupations is about architect. 
The dialogue showing the occurence of this stereotype is displayed as follows. 
Erin : Want to help? 
Scott : Not really, I'm a terrible drawer. 
Erin : You're an architect. 
Scott : All right, I just don't want to. 
(00:47:38-00:47:44/21) 
The conversation between Erin and Scott above takes place in their kitchen. Erin 
is cooking and preparing something fun for her class when she asks Scott if he 
wants to help draw something for her. Scott is not in the mood to draw so he jokes 
about him being a terrible drawer. Hearing that, Erin responds by stating the fact 
that Scott is an architect in the making. Erin’s response carries a stereotype about 
architect that an architect must be a good drawer. 
g. National Groups 
The world consists of many countries and each of them has different 
cultures. From one country to another, those differences can be easily detected 
through the citizens of each country which leads to stereotypes based on national 
groups. The students in Freedom Writers come from various cultures. Aside from 
the white American students, there are also African-American, Asian-American, 
and Latin-American students. Although students who are not white have very 
different backgrounds which mostly come from their ancestors back in their home 
countries, all of them are still the citizens of the USA. Since they are parts of that 
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country and live there, they adapt themselves to the cultures. Therefore, 
stereotypes based on national groups are not found in the movie because all the 
characters are citizens of the same nation. 
h. Other Categories 
There are other categories that are used as the bases of stereotypes. There 
is no limitation about which social categories that can be used as stereotype bases. 
Nevertheless, social categories other than the previous seven categories are not 
generally recognized. For this reason, there is no data that show the use of those 
less generally recognized social categories as the bases of stereotypes in Freedom 
Writers. 
2. Functions of Stereotypes 
The data findings of stereotype functions in Freedom Writers movie 
reveal that all three functions of stereotypes are used by the characters. Cognitive 
economy, ego protection, and social function are all present as the functions that 
prompt the characters to utter the stereotypes. This result suggests that the 
characters use stereotypes for a variety of reasons. The data findings of each 
function are explained in detail below. 
a. Cognitive Economy 
Every individual has their own characteristics. Each person is unique in 
their own way. With the amount of people an individual could encounter and see 
everyday, there is a lot of new information that comes with each new person. 
Storing all the information can be difficult for an individual. Stereotypes serve the 
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function of cognitive economy which allows the individual to manage all the 
information in smaller and more managable portions. 
The data findings reveal that cognitive economy is the function of 
stereotypes that the characters in Freedom Writers utilize the most. The following 
dialogue displays the use of stereotype to serve the cognitive economy. 
Erin : All right, you know what? I want you all 
to move to this side of the room. You in 
the back, up here. Sindy and all of you, 
move to the back. Come on. Let's go. 
Now! 
Jamal      : Get your ass back to China, all of y'all. 
A Cambodian student : You're all little midget-ass punks.   Move 
before I stomp your peanuts. 
(00:20:31-00:21:53/10) 
When Erin decides to change the seating order of her class, many of the 
students are not happy with the idea. As a result, Jamal shows his annoyance by 
making a racist remark to the Cambodian students who walk past him to their new 
seats. Jamal’s remark contains a racial streotype which functions as a cognitive 
economy. Jamal knows the Cambodian students are Asian. However, Jamal’s 
request for the group of Cambodian students shows that he regards them as 
Chinese. 
Asian people consist of many races and ethnicities. Nevertheless, this fact is 
often overlooked. Instead, there is a racial stereotype that Asian people are 
Chinese. Furthermore, when topics about Asian people or Asian countries are 
brought up, people frequently relate them to China or other East Asian countries. 
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This phenomenon is the result of unwillingness or inability to get more 
information about Asian people as a group. 
Jamal’s ignorance is probably due to his reluctance to know further about 
Asian people. Most Asian-Americans are of Chinese descent which explains why 
many people think Asian people are Chinese. In addition, Chinese people are 
known for having small or even slanted eyes. The Cambodian students also have 
this evident feature which is most likely the reason Jamal  ignorantly identifies 
them to be from China. 
The next example of stereotype used as cognitive economy occurs in a 
scene where Brian is in the middle of teaching his honor class. 
Brian : So, you had all summer to read and consider this 
book. And you know, I thought it would be most 
valuable to begin with Victoria to give us the black 
perspective. Victoria? 
Victoria : Do I have a stamp on my forehead that says, "The 
National Spokesperson for the Plight of Black People"? 
How the hell should I know the black perspective on 
The Color Purple? That's it, if I don't change classes, 
I'm gonna hurt this fool. Teachers treat me like I'm 
some kind of Rosetta stone for African-Americans. 
What? Black people learn how to read, and we all 
miraculously come to the same conclusion? At that 
point, I decided to check out my friend Brandy's 
English class. 
(01:09:06-01:09:49/23) 
Brian asks Victoria, the only Black student in his honor class, to tell the class 
about the black perspective. Brian’s order contains a stereotype because he 
requests an individual to explain a perspective of many people. However, Brian’s 
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action makes Victoria angry since according to her, the reason Brian confidently 
believes that she knows the black perspective on a book that the students have not 
read yet to read is the fact that she is black. Brian’s action can be regarded as 
ignorance as he presumes hearing the black perspective from a black student is 
more convincing than from non-black students. Furthermore, he seems to 
disregard that there are many perspectives of Black people. 
The third example of stereotypes that serves the cognitive economy function 
is presented as follows. 
Erin : You don't know me. 
Eva : I know what you can do. I saw white cops shoot my friend 
in the back for reaching into his pocket! His pocket. I saw 
white cops break into my house and take my father for no 
reason except because they feel like it! Except because they 
can. And they can because they're white. So I hate white 
people on sight! 
(00:33:37-00:34:02/15) 
The dialogue shown above takes place in class when Erin scolds her students. 
After a long argument, Eva starts throwing a stereotype at Erin about her race. She 
tells Erin about her childhood memory where her friend was shot and  her father 
was forcefully arrested by white cops. She views white people as evil and 
horrible. In this instance, the stereotype she utters serves the function of cognitive 
economy. In a previous conversation, Eva says that she hates Erin because she is 
white. Eva simply categorizes all white people as the same evil people. She does 
not change her view about Erin even when Erin confronts her and states that she 
does not know her personally.  
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Eva believes that stereotype about white people in order to defend herself so 
she will not end up like her relatives. By holding on to that stereotype and 
applying it to every white person, she establishes a protection for herself easier. In 
addition, Eva mentions that she knows what Erin can do. The use of the word 
know reveals that Eva already has expectations that Erin could and would do 
whatever she wants by relying on to the power white people possess. She 
disregards the possibility that Erin would not abuse that power. 
b. Ego Protection 
The second function of stereotypes realised in Freedom Writers movie is 
ego protection. Stereotypes serve the function of ego protection when they are 
used as a means to provide ego-defensive services. They protect an individual or 
the behaviour of the individual. The protective services to support an individual’s 
ideas or attitudes in relation to other people can include the derogatory of others. 
There are eight data showing the use of stereotypes to serve this function. 
The following dialogue is the first example of stereotypes functioned as ego 
protection. It takes place in Brian’s empty class where Ms. Campbell tells him the 
news about one of his students who chooses to move to Erin’s class. 
Brian  : Erin can't do that! Distinguished Honor Students 
are mine. She's not allowed to teach them. She's 
only been here a year. 
Ms. Campbell : The student requested it. And Gruwell has got 
Cohn in her back pocket. What gets me is they're 
violent, they break laws, they destroy school 
property and in the end we make them special. 
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We reward them like... I just don't see what that 
teaches them.  
(01:15:58-00:16:23/26) 
In the dialogue above, Ms. Campbell states her confusion about the special 
treatment Erin’s class got. In her opinion, the students are generally bad kids. Her 
statement contains a stereotype which generalizes the teenage students of Erin’s 
English class. The function of the stereotype is to help Ms. Campbell justify her 
preconception of Erin’s students. She dislikes those teenagers and labels them as 
troublemakers. In reality, there are students in Erin’s class who are not 
troublemakers. However, Ms. Campbell applies a stereotype to prove her belief 
that they are all bad and the special treatment is unfair. By stereotyping the 
students, Ms. Campbell has a reason for herself that can be used against the 
special treatment that Erin’s students got. Moreover, her sudden comment that 
specifically brings the topic about the special treatment shows Ms. Campbell’s 
resentment towards Erin’s students. 
Another instance of stereotypes used to serve ego protection can be found 
in the conversation below. The situation occurs as the result of the arguments of 
Erin and her students. One of the students, Marcus, asks Erin to just go back 
teaching the class. 
Marcus  : Lady, stop acting like you're trying to understand 
our situation and just do your little babysitting up 
there. 
Erin  : That's all you think this is? 
Marcus  : It ain't nothing else. When I look out in the 
world, I don't see nobody that looks like me with 
their pockets full, unless they're rapping a lyric 
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or dribbling a ball. So what else you got in here 
for me? 
Erin  : And what if you can't rap a lyric or dribble a ball? 
Andre   : It ain't this. I know that much. 
Marcus  : Damn right. 
(00:34:11-00:34:32/16) 
Erin tries to make her students understand about the importance of tolerance and 
education. Marcus does not take it nicely as he deeply believes that she should not 
tell them how they lead their lives. When Erin asks Marcus if that is what he 
thinks she is doing, Marcus answers her question by mentioning stereotypes about 
black people or men. He does it to support what he and other students do for their 
lives. By stating stereotypes such as black men are rich only if they are popular 
basketball players or rappers, Marcus provides a justification for himself and 
fellow Black students about their desicion to not put much effort in studying. 
There is a hint of scorn in the stereotypes he utters as they imply that most blacks 
are poor. He wants to make a point that pursuing high education will not lead him 
anywhere nor change his situation for the better. 
The last example of stereotypes used as ego protection can be noticed in 
Erin and her father’s argument. 
Steve : With your brains, you could run a major 
corporation. Instead, I worry all night because 
you're a teacher at Attica.  
Erin : Can you hear what you're saying? How many times 
have I listened to you about walking civil rights 
marches? 
Steve : These gangs are criminals not activists. You read the 
papers? 
(00:17:37-00:17:51/5) 
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Erin, her husband, and her father are having a dinner in the dialogue above. Erin’s 
father, Steve, tells them one reason how Erin could get a better job than her 
current one as a teacher. Steve’s concern is mainly about Erin’s safety as he 
believes many students at the school she is teaching are parts of gangs. 
Nonetheless, there is a suggestion in his statement which hints a stereotype toward 
teacher as an occupation. By mentioning that Erin is smart enough to run a major 
corporation, Steve ridicules teacher as an occupation. He undervalues teaching as 
a job and implies that people do not need to be so smart to be a teacher. He 
attempts to change Erin’s mind by saying that she is smart. Therefore, he thinks 
she deserves a better job. 
c. Social Function 
The third function of stereotypes found in Freedom Writers is social 
function. Stereotypes which serves the social function work as a means to link 
members of a group. They facilitate interactions within the members and help 
them to identify themselves within their respective group. There are seven data of 
this function found in the movie. One of the data is presented as follows. 
Andre : Think we don't know 2Pac? 
Marcus : White girl gonna teach us about rap. 
(00:20:46-00:20:48/9) 
The first example that displays how stereotypes serve the social function is shown 
above. Erin is trying to teach her class about rhymes in a song by the famous 
rapper 2Pac. Unfortunately, her students do not accept the idea well. They find it 
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ridiculous that a white person try to teach other people about rap. This stereotype 
is uttered by Marcus, a black student.  
Rap is culturally associated to the black community so it is natural if they 
claim to know better about it. This is the exact reason why Erin’s students do not 
like what she tries to do. They think it is ironic to have someone who is not black 
teaching them about rap. Andre, another black student, even misunderstands 
Erin’s intention and gets angry. The stereotype serves the social function as 
almost all of the students, especially the black students, share the same sentiment 
that white person should not teach anyone else about rap. 
The next stereotype that serves the social function occurs in the same 
scene as the first example. 
Andre : Why should I give my respect to you? 'Cause 
you're a teacher? I don't know you. How do I 
know you're not a liar standing up there? How 
do I know you're not a bad person standing up 
there? I'm not just gonna give you my respect 
because you're called a teacher.  
Eva : White people always wanting their respect 
like they deserve it for free. 
Erin : I'm a teacher. It doesn't matter what color I am. 
(00:32:58-00:33:22/13) 
In the conversation above, Erin is telling Eva and the class that, in order to gain 
respect, they have to give it to other people first. Nonetheless, Andre does not 
agree with her statement. He wonders why he should give respect to someone he 
knows nothing about. After that, Eva suddenly makes a comment that consists of 
a stereotype about white people. Eva’s sudden statement is triggered by her past 
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experiences and the values that run through her community. The people of Eva’s 
group view white people negatively. It is strengthen by their idea that no matter 
what circumstances, they have to protect their own people. The unfair treatments 
they get from white cops lead them to feel resentment toward the other race. Their 
dislike brings them together and makes their bond stronger. 
The last example of stereotypes that serves social function appears in a 
scene where Erin makes a special welcome for her students’ sophomore year. 
Gloria : Man, I've had boyfriends since I was, like, 11, you 
know. 
Jamal : I believe you. 
Gloria : Shut up. Okay, well, I was always the person that 
was gonna get pregnant before I turned 16 and drop 
out. Like my mom. Ain't gonna happen. 
(01:11:42-01:11:03/24) 
When Erin allows any of the students to come forward and talk about 
what they want to change, Gloria is the first to do so. She talks about how she 
used to think that she would just end up pregnant before she turns 16 years old 
like her mom. In Gloria’s story, there is a stereotype about Latino girls that they 
get pregnant at such young age. However, the stereotype serves the social function 
as getting pregnant in their teen years is how Latino girls are mostly viewed. They 
accept that being young mothers is what their future selves will be. The 
acceptance can be noticed from Gloria’s utterances about how she used to think 
she would end up like her mom which indicates that getting pregnant at young age 
happens to many Latino girls for generations. 
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CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 This chapter consists of the conclusions of the study which summarize the 
findings and discussion related to the formulation and the objectives of the 
research. In addition, it also displays suggestions addressed to the academic 
society, readers, and other researchers. 
A. Conclusions 
Based on the findings and discussion, there are two conclusions that can 
be concluded as follows. 
1. There are five categories used as the bases of the stereotypes that occur in 
Freedom Writers movie. They are gender, race, age, physical features, and 
occupations and socioeconomic status. Among the five categories, race is used the 
most frequently with 16 data. It indicates that race is considered the category with 
the most evident differences. The characters in Freedom Writers consist of people 
of various races. They see each other almost everyday which allows them to 
observe many differences between their races easily. Additionally, past 
experiences of the characters which involve two or more racial groups also 
motivate the forming and the use of stereotypes based on race as a social category. 
Following race, age has the second highest number of occurence with 
seven data in total. The teachers in Woodrow Wilson High School feel a deep 
resentment at the fact that the new students bring down the school’s status. 
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Consequently, the teenage students get stereotyped especially because of  their 
young age. 
After race and age, occupations and socioeconomic status are next with a 
total of three data found. Aside from the progress of Erin’s students, the movie 
also focuses on Erin’s job and how she develops as a teacher. Thus, stereotypes 
based on occupations and socioeconomic status occur in the movie. On the other 
hand, gender and physical features are ranked the lowest. Each of them is used as 
the bases of stereotypes twice. 
2. The results show that all three functions of stereotypes are identified in the 
movie. Those functions are cognitive economy, ego protection, and social 
function. Cognitive economy is the first in frequency with the highest number of 
data. There are 16 data that show stereotypes serve the function of cognitive 
economy. This result suggests that people mostly use stereotypes to help 
themselves sort information about other people in society or each individual’s 
complexity that can be difficult to absorb and manage. People sometimes use 
stereotypes to guide them to act around people who are different from them based 
on what beliefs and expectations they already have about those people.  
In Freedom Writers, many of the stereotypes that serve cognitive economy 
function are the ones based on race and age. The characters in Freedom Writers 
come from various races and backgrounds. The racial tension causes many people 
of one race to be wary of people from other races. It makes them use stereotypes 
they have about other races when they interact with characters of other races. The 
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stereotypes help them determine what action to take when they face people of 
other races. In addition, the movie also stresses the differences in age of the 
characters. Most of the time, it shows what the teachers think about the students. 
In the movie, the teachers have bad experiences with their previous students. It 
causes them to apply stereotypes to the new students without looking into each 
student’s complexity. The stereotypes also enable them to simplify their job in 
categorizing the students and giving study material. 
Ego protection has the second highest number of data in Freedom Writers 
with eight occurence. It indicates that some of the characters have some values 
that they want to protect by uttering stereotypes about other groups. In order to 
defend what they believe, they resort to stereotypes. Furthermore, social function 
has the smallest number of occurence with seven data in total due to the little 
emphasis on interactions between members of the same group. Social function is 
related to views or ideas shared by members of a group. Stereotypes which serve 
this function work as a connection that help group members fit in with their own 
group. 
B. Suggestions 
In relation to the results of the research, the researcher provides several 
suggestions for the following parties. 
1. To students of Linguistics 
Stereotype is an interesting daily conversational phenomenon. Depending 
on the contexts, stereotypes can help the users to reveal what they think of other 
people and how to act around them in everyday interactions. There is not much 
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research on stereotypes under Linguistics. Therefore, conducting a research about 
stereotype can be an option. Students can investigate more about the use of 
stereotypes in people’s utterances. 
2. To future researchers 
The source of data in this research does not provide many data that cover 
all categories of stereotypes. Hence, other researchers who want to conduct 
research about stereotypes can use objects of investigation with richer data to 
achieve more extensive research. Moreover, other researchers who are interested 
in conducting similar studies may explore other aspects of stereotypes such as 
how people utter stereotypes and how stereotypes take place in various social 
settings. 
3. To readers in general 
Readers are expected to enrich their knowledge about the phenomenon of 
stereotypes through this research. The results of this research provide real data 
showing that stereotypes are not only about race, gender, and age. In addition, the 
findings reveal that despite serving some functions for the users, the use of 
stereotypes in social interactions are mostly harmful. Therefore, the researchers 
suggest readers to be careful when using stereotypes. 
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Appendix 1. Categories and Functions of Stereotypes in Freedom Writers Movie 
 
Notes: 
00:01:32-00:0150/1: time/number of data G: Gender  PF: Physical features     CE: Cognitive economy 
      R: Race  OS: Occupations and Socioeconomic Status  EP: Ego protection 
      A: Age  NG: National groups     SF: Social function 
      L: Language  OC: Others 
G R A L PF OS NG OC CE EP SF
1. 00:01:32-
00:02:00/1
Eva : In America, a girl can be
crowned a princess for her beauty
and her grace . But an Aztec princess is
chosen for her blood to fight for her
people, as Papi and his father fought
against those who say we are less than
they are, who say we are not equal in
beauty and in blessings. √ √
The movie starts with Eva's narration. She says
that in America, a girl can be crowned a princess
because of her beauty and grace. This statement
tells about physical attractiveness stereotype.
Attractive people are generally viewed to have
more positive traits compared to less attractive
ones. Thus, they are more desireable in many
societies. This stereotype can be noticed from how
a girl can be viewed in a better perspective just for
her appearance. Eva wants to say that this
stereotype does not apply to Aztec girls. Her race
experience unfair treatments and she shares the
belief that in America, attractive people are more
favorable to be treated well.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Functions of 
Stereotypes
Categories of Stereotypes
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2. 00:02:27-
00:02:40/2
Eva : They took my father for retaliation.
He was innocent, but they took him,
because he was respected by my people.
They called my people a gang
because we fight for our America.
√ √
Eva tells her story about how her father was
arrested by the police unfairly. She then tells the
stereotype other people have for people of her
race, Latino or particularly Mexican-American.
They are often regarded as a gang. This can be the 
reason why her father was taken by the police
without any proof of crime. In retrospect, Eva's
father is a respected figure among Latinos in her
community. The Latino stereotype help the police
do their job in arresting gang members.
3. 00:12:05-
00:12:41/3
Erin : Hi. Erin Gruwell. Nice to meet you.
Brian : Hi. Nice to meet you. You saw a
little action today, I hear.
Erin : Yeah. It happened so fast.
Brian : Well, don't be discouraged. You
put your time in, in a few years; you'll be
able to teach juniors. They're a pleasure.
By then, most of your kids will be
gone anyway.
Erin : What do you mean?
Brian : Well, eventually, they just stop 
coming.
√ √
Erin is introduced to Brian Gelford who teaches
Junior English and the Distinguished Honors
Classes. Brian tries to engage Erin in a
conversation by mentioning the commotion caused
by two of Erin's students earlier. He encourages
Erin that she'll be able to teach juniors and that
most freshman students of her class will stop
coming to school. Brian sees those freshman
students as teenagers who always drop education.
He does not consider the possibility that they might
actually want to study despite their behavior.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Functions of 
Stereotypes
Categories of Stereotypes
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4. 00:17:15-
00:17:36/4
Steve: So, how's work?
Erin: Dad.
Steve: I was asking your husband.
Scott: It's good. I mean, for now. It's a 
good company. I pretty much run the 
computer data department.
  
Steve: I thought you were an architect.
Erin: He is. He's just taking a break.
Scott: And the money's good for now.
Steve: How much are you making, 
$27,000 before taxes?
√ √
Erin is having a dinner with her husband and
father. In the middle of a conversation about
Scott's job, her father changes the topic to Erin. He
asks her about her salary as a teacher. The way he 
asks is quite condenscending. Steve looks down on
her job and brings up her salary because he
believes the stereotype that teachers do not make
much.
5. 00:17:37-
00:17:51/5
Steve : With your brains, you could
run a major corporation. Instead, I
worry all night because you're a
teacher at Attica. 
Erin : Can you hear what you're saying?
How many times have I listened to you
about walking civil rights marches?
Steve : These gangs are criminals not
activists. You read the papers?
√ √
Steve continues expressing his disagreement about
Erin's decision by pointing out that with her
intelligence, Erin could get a better and higher
status job in a big corporation. Steve basically sees
teacher as an average status occupation and
implies that his daughter is too good to be a
teacher. Teaching is sometimes stereotyped as a
worthless profession. By mentioning how smart
Erin is, Steve subtly insults Erin's current job as a
teacher.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes
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6. 00:17:37-
00:17:51/6
Steve : With your brains, you could run a
major corporation. Instead, I worry all
night because you're a teacher at Attica. 
Erin : Can you hear what you're saying?
How many times have I listened to you
about walking civil rights marches?
Steve : These gangs are criminals not
activists . You read the papers?
√ √
During the dinner, Steve makes a comment about
how he is worried about Erin because she is
teaching in Wilson High School. He generalizes the
students in the school and calls them gangsters
since the integrated program brings students of
various races besides white. He ignores the fact
that not all students are parts of gangs and involved
in gang life just to support his statement that the
school is dangerous for Erin. 
7. 00:17:54-
00:18:14/7
Steve: I'll lay odds your kids don't even
know who Rap Brown or Eldridge
Cleaver were. You're gonna waste
your talents on people who don't give 
a damn about education. It breaks my
heart. I tell you the truth.
Erin: Well, I'm sorry. I can't help that.
√ √
To further prove his point, Steve bets that Erin's
students do not even know some prominent figures
who strived to make civil right movements. He
convinces her that she is just teaching young kids
who do not care about their studies. Steve utters a
stereotype about teenagers being apathetic towards 
education. At this point, he says it to strengthen his
opinion that Erin's job as a teacher is not that worth
it.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes
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8. 00:18:50-
00:19:20/8
Erin: I can't believe he brought up my
salary. What's happened to him? He was
like Atticus Finch to me when I was
growing up, and now he's talking about
salaries? I think he's playing too much
golf. In fact, I think he needs an
intervention. Why isn't being a teacher
good enough for him?
Scott: Honey, just calm down. You know,
except for marrying me, you never
seriously disappoint him. He worships
you.
Erin: He likes you. He just doesn't...
Scott: He just doesn't think I'm good
enough for you, which is fine. That's 
what fathers do. I'm sure I'll be that
way someday.
√ √
After the slightly unpleasant family dinner, Erin and
Scott have a small talk before bed. Scott consoles
her because she thinks she disappoints her father.
Scott says that she never really disappoints Steve.
While comforting Erin, Scott utters a stereotype
about fathers who are viewed to always be
overprotective of their daughters. In Steve and
Erin's case, the stereotype is correct as Steve
admits he is worried about Erin. In addition, Scott
comments that he would act like Steve once he
becomes a father. This shows that Scott is
stereotyping a group that he is not yet a part of. It
also implies that daughters are not capable of
having good judgments and protecting themselves.
The gender stereotype in Scott's utterance serves
the social function which helps Scott identify
himself and his future self as a father.
9. 00:20:46-
00:20:48/9
Andre: Think we don't know 2Pac?
Marcus: White girl gonna teach us
about rap.
√ √
When Erin tries to coax her class to study internal
rhyme and uses a song by a rapper called 2Pac to
gain the students' interest, some of the Black
students ridicule Erin instead. They recite some of
the lyrics without looking at the sheets and without
being asked to. Then, a student named Marcus
sarcastically says that a white girl is going to teach
them about rap. The students incorrectly think it is
ironic that a white person attempts to teach about
rap. They are skeptical as rap is strongly related to
the black community so a white person must not
know anything about it.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes
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10. 00:20:31-
00:21:53/1
0
Erin : All right, you know what? I want
you all to move to this side of the room.
You in the back, up here. Sindy and all of
you, move to the back. Come on. Let's
go. Now!
Jamal : Get your ass back to China, all 
of y'all.
A Cambodian student: You're all little
midget-ass punks. Move before I stomp
your peanuts.
√ √
Erin orders her students to move and change seats.
The students stand up to move and when Jamal
face the Cambodian students, he asks them to go
back to China which means he uses the racial
stereotype that every Asian is Chinese or from
China. Jamal is being ignorant. He categorizes
Asians into one ethnicity only. The reason he does
it could be because in his opinion, the Cambodian
students do not look any different than Chinese. He 
do not know their origin so he simply classifies
them as Chinese to notice them easily.
11. 00:30:03-
00:30:30/1
1
Erin: You know something? I saw a
picture just like this once in a museum.
Only it wasn't a black man, it was a
Jewish man. And instead of the big
lips, he had a really big nose, like a
rat's nose . But he wasn't just one
particular Jewish man; this was a
drawing of all Jews. And these drawings
were put in the newspapers by the most
famous gang in history.
√ √
Tito's offensive and racist drawing of Jamal makes
Erin tell her class about the reasons that caused the 
holocaust. She says it started with racist drawings
just like Tito's drawing. She tells about how Jews
are always illustrated with big nose. Some
stereotypes of Jewish people heavily focused on
their physical appearances. Those racial
stereotypes provide the cognitive economy function
as Nazis did not consider all Jewish were the same
Nazis drew a big conclusion that all Jews looked
the same.
12. 00:30:03-
00:30:30/1
2
Erin: You know something? I saw a
picture just like this once in a museum.
Only it wasn't a black man, it was a
Jewish man. And instead of the big
lips, he had a really big nose, like a
rat's nose . But he wasn't just one
particular Jewish man; this was a
drawing of all Jews. And these drawings
were put in the newspapers by the most
famous gang in history.
√ √
Erin also mentions a black man in her statement
because she is refering to Tito's racist drawing of
Jamal. Unlike Jews, black people are often
sterotyped as having big lips. Jamal is black;
therefore Erin's example is to tell the class that
what Tito does is a part of one of the
generalizations of black people. Moreover, in the
drawing, Jamal's lips are drawn exagerratingly big
which is very offensive.
No. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
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13. 00:32:58-
00:33:22/1
3
Andre : Why should I give my respect to
you? 'Cause you're a teacher? I don't
know you. How do I know you're not a
liar standing up there? How do I know
you're not a bad person standing up
there? I'm not just gonna give you my
respect because you're called a teacher. 
Eva : White people always wanting
their respect like they deserve it for
free .
√ √
Erin has a heated argument with her students who
hate her and each other. Andre thinks Erin does
not deserve his respect just because she is a
teacher. Then, Eva interferes and makes a remark
that contains a stereotype about white people. This
racial stereotype is uttered because Eva already
has a negative view towards the white race. The
other students who are not even Latino also share
the same sentiment. Hence, the stereotype in Eva's
statement serves the social function. This
stereotype is mostly learned through experiences or 
socialization within their own communities.  
14. 00:33:22-
00:33:36/1
4
Eva : It's all about color. It's about people
deciding what you deserve, about people
wanting what they don't deserve, about 
whites thinking they run this world
no matter what. You see, I hate white
people.
Erin : You hate me?
Eva : Yeah.
√ √
While arguing with Erin, Eva states that color is the
main reason behind all the racial issues that are
happening. She concludes her statement by stating
how white people are the ones who cause them
because they keep wanting to be at the top. She
generalizes all white people while doing so and
says she hates them which results in Eva hating
Erin too. Throughout the film, Eva keeps narrating
how his father and 'family' teach her to protect
their own people. Aside from witnessing unfair
treatments by white cops, Eva learns the
stereotype of white people from the interactions
she has with her peers. To fit in, she must share
the same views about other groups.
No. Code Data
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
Categories of Stereotypes
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15. 00:33:37-
00:34:02/1
5
Erin : You don't know me.
Eva : I know what you can do. I saw
white cops shoot my friend in the back
for reaching into his pocket! His pocket. I 
saw white cops break into my house and
take my father for no reason except
because they feel like it! Except because
they can. And they can because
they're white . So I hate white people on
sight!
√ √
Erin argues that Eva should not hate her because
she does not know Erin personally. However, Eva
keeps on pushing her belief about white people
instead, saying that she knows what Erin, a white
person, is capable to do just like the white cops she
encountered in the past who did things as they
pleased. At this point, Eva takes her stereotype
about white people and uses it to attack Erin as a
person. By saying she knows what Erin could do
as a white person, she assumes that Erin is as bad
as the white cops. She does not care if Erin is her
own individual or if there are whites people who
are good people. Therefore, the stereotype in her
utterance serves the cognitive economy.
16. 00:34:11-
00:34:32/1
6
Marcus : Lady, stop acting like you're
trying to understand our situation and just
do your little babysitting up there.
Erin : That's all you think this is?
Marcus : It ain't nothing else. When I
look out in the world, I don't see
nobody that looks like me with their
pockets full, unless they're rapping a
lyric or dribbling a ball. So what else
you got in here for me?
Erin : And what if you can't rap a lyric or
dribble a ball?
Andre : It ain't this. I know that much.
√ √
Marcus wants Erin to stop trying to understand the
students' situation. He then states stereotypes
about blacks and says that black people are rich
only if they are rappers or basketball players in
order to tell Erin that going to school does not give
them any bright future. The stereotypes in his
statement serve the function of ego protection. In
the dialogue, Marcus and Andre have the same
opinion about education. The reason most students
in Erin's class do not seem to care about studying is 
because they already have a firm belief that it
would lead them nowhere. They form such attitude
toward education. Furthermore, the stereotypes of
black people are functioned as reasons to justify
their behavior. With the belief that not many black
people live good lives without being popular rappers 
or basketball players, they do not think education
will change their life.
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes ExplanationNo. Code Data
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17. 00:34:12-
00:34-
32/17
Marcus : Lady, stop acting like you're
trying to understand our situation and just
do your little babysitting up there.
Erin : That's all you think this is?
Marcus : It ain't nothing else. When I
look out in the world, I don't see
nobody that looks like me with their
pockets full, unless they're rapping a
lyric or dribbling a ball. So what else
you got in here for me?
Erin : And what if you can't rap a lyric or
dribble a ball?
Andre : It ain't this. I know that much.
Marcus  : Damn right.
√ √
Marcus statement also contains stereotypes about
black people related to basketball and the hip hop
culture. He implies that only basketball players and
rappers are wealthy. His belief is not correct
because there are other rich black people who do
not play basketball or rap. His statement is a result
of the stereotype of black people that they are
closely related to basketball and rap music. Marcus
utters the stereotype to suggest that they could get
a better life if they play basketball or rap. He
wants to protect his view that education is not
important.
18. 00:37:29-
00:37:42/1
8
Erin: What about this? We were
discussing the Holocaust. 
Ms. Campbell: No, they won't be able to
read that. 
Erin: We can try. The books are just
sitting here.
Ms. Campbell: Look at their reading
scores. And if I give your kids these
books, I'll never see them again. If I
do, they'll be damaged.
√ √
In the school library, Erin is trying to convince Ms.
Campbell to give her the permission to use more
advanced level books to teach her class. Ms.
Campbell is adamant about not giving Erin's
students the books because she believes they are
not smart enough. Nevertheless, as Erin keeps
trying to persuade her, Ms. Campbell goes on by
uttering a stereotype about Erin's kids instead. Ms.
Campbell's statement contains the stereotype about
teenagers being naughty or irresponsible. She uses
that stereotype to make Erin understand that it
would be useless to make her students read the
books. The stereotype offers the function of ego
protection. Ms. Campbell is already fixed on the
idea that the teenage students of Erin's class are
stupid bad kids. In order to defend her opinion
about them, she uses that stereotype so Erin would
make up her mind about giving them new and
advanced level books.
No. Code Data Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
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19. 00:38:01-
00:38:08/1
9
Erin: Ms. Campbell? They know they
get these because no one thinks
they're smart enough for real books .
Ms. Campbell: Well, I don't have the
budget to buy new books every semester
when these kids don't return them. √ √
In her attempt to get better books for her students,
Erin tells Ms. Campbell the reason why students do 
not take good care of school books. She tells Ms.
Campbell that the students know no one view them
as smart enough which is probably what motivate
them to not care about the books they get. Despite
attempting to give better materials for her
freshman students, Erin actually refers to all
students, including senior students who were
stereotyped the same way. Ms. Campbell
generalizes all students who are not part of the
honor class as stupid.
20. 00:39:07-
00:39:50/2
0
Erin: Since you know Margaret better
than I do, if I could just get some backup
from you. I really think that the stories
like The Diary of Anne Frank and that
they'd be so great for them, and she
doesn't seem to understand that they
could relate to these stories considering
all that they face.
Brian: Oh, of course. It's a universal
story. I mean, Anne Frank, Rodney King,
they're almost interchangeable.
Erin: Are you making fun of me?
Brian: Yeah. God, listen to what you're
saying. How dare you compare them to
Anne Frank? They don't hide. They 
drive around in the open with
automatic weapons . I'm the one
living in fear. I can't walk out my door
at night.
√ √
When Erin asks Brian for help regarding Ms.
Campbell's approval to give her freshman students
better books, Brian makes fun of Erin by throwing
a sarcastic comeback at her. Afterwards, he
generalizes Erin's students and implies that they are 
dangerous. Brian even goes on and says he is the
one living in fear. He believes the stereotype that
minorities only want to attack white people. It is an
irony since if the students are parts of gangs, they
would target each other first instead. Brian utters
the stereotype to criticize the problematic students
at their school and justify his and Ms. Campbell's
opinion about them.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes Functions of 
Stereotypes
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21. 00:47:38-
00:47:44/2
1
Erin: Want to help?
Scott: Not really, I'm a terrible
drawer.
Erin: You're an architect.
Scott: All right, I just don't want to.
√ √
Erin is in the middle of preparing something fun for
her class which needs some drawings here and
there. When she asks Scott if he is up to help,
Scott says that he does not really want to because
he is a terrible drawer. Hearing that, Erin jokingly
says that he is an architect which means that what
he says about being a terrible drawer is ridiculous.
Unkowingly, Erin is making a stereotype about
architect. Like any other job, there are
requirements to be an architect which lead to
stereotypes about the aforementioned job.
However, even if some stereotypes are true
because of this nature, the stereotype about an
architect being a good drawer is not always
correct. In reality, having a drawing skill is helpful
but being an architects does not mean one has to
draw well. Despite that, Scott is actually a good
drawer so the stereotype applies to him. In this
scene, Erin uses the stereotype to serve the
cognitive economy.
No. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
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22. 00:57:27-
00:57:38/2
2
Erin: Dr. Cohn, why should they waste
their time showing up when they know
we're wasting our time teaching them?
We tell them, "Go to school. Get an
education." And then we say, "Well,
they can't learn, so let's not waste
resources."
√ √
Erin tries to convince Dr. Cohn, the superintendent
of Long Beach, to back her up in class activities
that she already planned because Ms. Campbell
does not give any permission. While explaining her
concern, Erin gives an example of when the
teenagers at Wilson High School often get
generalized and looked down. Even the teachers
think those kids are not the brighest kids so they do
not bother to put more effort in giving them
education. Teachers have that stereotype about
their students because they do not like how their
school steps down from being an A-list school after 
those students came. Teachers blame those kids
for that. Their dislike encourage them to see any
slightly bad behavior as a strong reason to call
them troublemakers who cannot study. It leads
them to reach the decision to not give many
resources for them to learn. 
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes
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23. 01:09:06-
01:09:49/2
3
Brian : So, you had all summer to read
and consider this book. And you know,
I thought it would be most valuable
to begin with Victoria to give us the
black perspective . Victoria?
Victoria: Do I have a stamp on my
forehead that says, "The National
Spokesperson for the Plight of Black
People"? How the hell should I know the
black perspective on The Color Purple?
That's it, if I don't change classes, I'm
gonna hurt this fool. Teachers treat me
like I'm some kind of Rosetta stone for
African-Americans. What? Black people
learn how to read, and we all
miraculously come to the same
conclusion? At that point, I decided to
check out my friend Brandy's English
class.
√ √
While teaching his distinguished honors class, Brian
asks Victoria, the only Black student in the class, to 
tell the class about the black perspective. He
assumes that as a black person, Victoria must
know the supposed black perspective on The 
Color Purple book he is reffering to. Brian is
stereotyping black people by generalizing that each
one of them would know and have one definite
black perspective. Being the only black student,
Brian expects Victoria to be able to give her
knowledge about it. The stereotype gives the
function of cognitive economy as it helps Brian to
come up with the idea that hearing it directly from
a black person would be a good start. However,
the stereotype is damaging and ends up offending
Victoria instead.
24. 01:11:42-
01:11:03/2
4
Gloria : Man, I've had boyfriends since I
was, like, 11, you know.
Jamal : I believe you.
Gloria : Shut up. Okay, well, I was
always the person that was gonna get
pregnant before I turned 16 and drop 
out. Like my mom. Ain't gonna happen.
√ √
One of the stereotypes of Latino or Hispanic
American girls is about them getting pregnant at
very young age. When Erin orders her students to
toast for a change, Gloria steps forward first and
tells the class how she used to self identify and put
herself in the same position as those Latino young
girls who got pregnant, just like her mom did. This
stereotype serves the social function as it became
a way for Gloria to identify herself in the past. In
addition, Jamal's playful comment suggests that the
stereotype is shared even among people of his race
who are black.
No. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
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25. 01:12:03-
01:12:27/2
5
Brandy: Nobody ever listens to a
teenager. Everybody thinks you
should be happy just because you're
young. They don't see the wars that we
fight every single day. And one day, my
war will end. And I will not die. And I
will not tolerate abuse from anyone. I am
strong.
√ √
After Gloria, Brandy is the next to step forward.
She talks about how teenagers are always thought
to be happy people which result in them never
being paid attention to when they have problems.
This teenager stereotype has the cognitive
economy function. People tend to group teenagers
as one and throw many stereotypes about them. It
does not matter to them if not all teenagers fit
under those stereotypes as long as the stereotypes
help them to have a glimpse of how many
teenagers behave.
26. 01:15:58-
00:16:23/2
6
Brian : Erin can't do that! Distinguished
Honor Students are mine. She's not
allowed to teach them. She's only been
here a year.
Ms. Campbell: The student requested it.
And Gruwell has got Cohn in her back
pocket. What gets me is they're
violent, they break laws, they destroy 
school property and in the end we
make them special.
We reward them like... I just don't see
what that teaches them.
√ √
Ms. Campbell tells Brian that Victoria, one of his
honors student, asked to be moved to Erin's class.
She then generalizes all Erin's students as violent
and bad kids. She disregards that even though
almost all of Erin's students consist of blacks,
Latinos, and Asians, not all of them are violent. In
fact, they already show progress in academic and
in behavior. Ms. Campbell mentions those
stereotypes to defend her opinion that they should
not get any special treatment.
No. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
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27. 01:16:42-
01:17:14/2
7
Scott: Can you teach an honors student?
Erin: What do you mean?
  
Scott: Well, I mean, you're used to
teaching your kind of kids. Can you
teach somebody who's smart?
Erin: Of course I can.
  
Scott: Yeah, but it's not like you have,
right? I mean, you don't really teach what
everybody else teaches.
 Erin: My kids' grades are up to B's.
  
Scott: Yeah, but the point is, that's
according to you. It's not like they're
really learning what normal kids have
to learn.
Erin: Normal kids? Yes, they are.
They're reading The Diary of Anne
Frank. They're learning vocabulary,
grammar, writing, poetry.
Scott: All right. Okay, I apologize. Sorry.
Congratulations.
√ √
One night after Erin comes home from school and
tells Scott the news that an honor class student
requested to be in her class, Scott responds it in an
unpleasant way. His disatisfaction with what has
been happening in their marriage leads him to
produce a stereotype about Erin's students. He
implies that her students are stupid and that they do
not learn things like normal kids do. Erin is
offended on their behalf and tells him that they do
learn what normal kids learn. The stereotype said
by Scott shows that he uses it to serve the
cognitive economy. Unlike Erin, Scott does not
know a thing about her students. He only knows
how they are aggressive and how they need to be
pushed to get motivated to study from what Erin
had told him. Consequently, he forms the idea that
they are not smart. He does not know that they
already get better in class yet he does not bother to
get to know more about them. The fact that Erin
still works hard and spend more time with them is
enough proof that in his opinion, her students are
still stupid.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes
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28. 01:22:02-
01:22:23/2
8
Tito : Maybe we should get her to come
and speak.
A Latino student : Yeah, and have a big
dinner again.
Erin : Wait. Guys. Guys! Everyone!
Listen! She's elderly! I don't know how
to contact her. I don't even know if she
travels. And it would be really expensive.
√ √
When Erin explains the assignment about writing
letters to Miep Gies to her class, someone who
helped Ann Frank hiding, Brandy suggests they
should invite Miep Gies all the way from Europe to
Wilson High School to tell her story. Upon hearing
the suggestion, Erin is quite shocked. She tells the
class that Miep Gies is an elderly. It would be
really inconvenient because she might already
become fragile and weak to travel. Old age is often 
linked to sterotypes such are they are weak,
fragile, and immobile. Erin's quick response that
Miep Gies is an elderly reveals that she also has
the belief that elderly people share such
characteristics. 
29. 01:25:13-
01:25:40/2
9
Marcus : Ms. G sent our letters all the
way to Amsterdam to Miep Gies, herself.
When Ms. G made up her mind about
something, there was no stopping her,
man, for real. And after we raised the
money to bring her to Long Beach, there
she was. But, damn, I didn't expect
her to be so small.
√
√
Marcus admires Miep Gies for her brave act to
help Anne Frank and her family. He sees her as
his hero and wants to escort her once she arrives
at Woodrow Wilson High School. When she finally
arrives, Marcus makes a comment about her
physique. In reality, Miep Gies is smaller than what
he had expected. This is most likely due to Marcus'
preconception that since Miep Gies is brave, he
had the assumption that her build is tall or big.
No. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes Explanation
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30. 01:40:08-
01:40:28/3
0
Scott : Then what do you need me for?
Erin : You're my husband. Why can't you
stand by me and be part of it, the way
wives support husbands? 
Scott : Because I can't be your wife . I 
wish I could make that sound less awful. √ √
Scott asks Erin what his role in her life is because
he cannot live with her anymore if most of her time
is spent for her students. Erin requests Scott to
support her like how wives support husbands.
Then, Scott states that he could not be her wife,
literally. However, there is an underlying message
in his words that tells that males could not do the
"wife's role" because they simply are not females.
He knows what he said is horrible and it might hurt
Erin so he apologizes right after. What Scott said is
meant to give an ego protection. He is fixed with
the marriage idea that the role of wife is only filled
by women, not men.
ExplanationNo. Code Data
Categories of Stereotypes
Functions of 
Stereotypes
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